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Professor and Head, Undergraduate Department of Economics 
after 36 years,  Ms. A. Stella, Associate Professor and Head, 
Department of Tamil retires after 27 years, Dr. Thilagavathi 
Joseph, Associate Professor, Department of English and Dean 
of Student Affairs after 20 years, and Ms. Vimala Stephen, 
Associate Professor and former Head, Department of History 
retires after19 years. 

Dear colleagues, College life has been richly blessed by your 
expertise, generosity, commitment and dedication. We will 
miss your presence here on campus and pray that the 
Almighty will continue to guide you as you move on to another 
phase of life. 

It is with sadness that we remember the passing away of 
Ms. Gayathri, a second year undergraduate student of the 
Department of Physics. She was a kind and loving person. Her 
sudden and untimely demise has left a void among faculty and 
students of the Department. Mother Edwin, remembered as 
Dr. Eileen Riordan, foundress and first Head of the Department 
of Zoology passed away on 28 February 2014 in the USA.
Ms. Sheila Sukumaran, former Assistant Librarian passed away 
on 1 March 2014.  Let us pray for the repose of their souls.

I am happy to report that our faculty have continued to 
excel not just in their teaching commitments but have several 
achievements beyond the classroom to their credit. They 
have published books, articles in research journals, presented 
papers and participated in international and national seminars 
and conferences.  They have also been on Boards of Studies, 
Academic Councils and served as members of Selection 
Committees and consultants for industry and other institutions 
of higher education. Awards for excellence as educators have 
also been received by many faculty of the College. 

Dr. Sr. Jasintha Quadras, received the ‘College Principal 
Janardhan Award’ from His Excellency, the Lt. Governor 
of Puducherry. She was selected by Vijay TV to receive the 
‘Sigaram Thotta Pengal’ Woman Achiever Award in the field 
of Education on 23 March 2014. She was invited as a visiting 
expert to Kuwait University as part of the research project 
funded by the Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement 
of Sciences.

Dr. S. Ulaganayaki of the Department of Tamil was the 
recipient of the ‘Indira Gandhi Award for Best Woman 
Achiever’ by the Will Power World Academy. She also 
received the ‘Best Woman Educationalist Award’ by the IOB 
Regional Office, Chennai. 

Dr. Razia Tony received the ‘Woman Educational Achiever 
Award’, given by Education Today Magazine in the category 
of Artist and Academician. 

Lt. Fancy V.F. of the Department of Mathematics attended 
the Certificate Entry Course (CEC/SW-61) held at Officers’ 
Training Academy, Gwalior from 12 August to 9 November 
2013. She was awarded the Director General’s Plaque of 
Honour for standing first in the order of merit. She was also 
awarded a gold medal for Excellence in Leadership Qualities.
Dr. Priscilla Jebakumari received a Citation of Gratitude for 
Best Faculty Advisor of Rotaract Club, District Rotaract Council 
– Rotary International District 3230.

Dr. Shiny John Vairamon, Head, Department of Chemistry 
has been awarded the United Board Fellowship for 2014-16.  
She will be placed for one semester at a university in the USA 
and one semester at an Asian university.

Several faculty received their doctoral degrees this year: 
Dr. Lakshmi Priya Daniel, Associate Professor, Department 
of Fine Arts; Dr. Shanmugasundari, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Physics; Dr. Sr. Stella, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Economics; Dr. A.S. Shanthi, Assistant 
Professor, Department of Mathematics; Dr. Rashida Banu, 
Associate Professor, Department of Commerce;  Dr. Madhavi, 
Assistant Professor, Department of Social Work and Dr. Priya 
Mary George, Assistant Professor, Department of Social Work.

We have been reaccredited by the National Assessment 
and Accreditation Council with an ‘A’ Grade and a CGPA of 
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3.68 on a 4 point scale. This is the highest score awarded to a 
College in Tamil Nadu and the second highest in the country 
as per the new grading system. I would like to thank you, 
parents and well-wishers of the College for your support and 
encouragement in all our endeavours. I congratulate the faculty, 
students, administrative and supportive staff for their efforts 
and the successful completion of the reaccreditation process. 

I am happy to announce that the Department of Biotechnology, 
Ministry of Science and Technology, Government of India has 
accorded ‘Star Department Status’ to all the undergraduate 
Science departments of Botany, Zoology, Physics and 
Chemistry supported under the Star College Scheme. The 
scheme envisages the strengthening and popularising of the 
basic sciences through workshops and other activities. 

Graduation Day was held on 19 October 2013.  Prof. H. 
Devaraj, Vice Chairman, UGC was the Chief Guest for 
Graduation Day 2013. The students who graduated in April 
2012 were presented their degree certificates. Dr. Cynthia 
Pandian, former Vice Chancellor Manonmaniam Sundaranar 
University and former Vice Chairperson, TANSCHE was the 
Chief Guest for the Graduation Day held on 1 February 2014.  
Students who graduated in April 2013 were presented their 
degree certificates.

Two new facilities have been instituted this academic year 
in Stella Maris - the International Centre for Multidisciplinary 
Research (SMICMR) and the Stella Maris Centre for 
Networking and Communications (SMCNC).

The Stella Maris International Centre for Multidisciplinary 
Research was set up in November. The initiative has helped 
build on international research collaborations bringing together 
a sustained network of institutional links and partnerships. 
The overall purpose of seeking diverse collaborations is to 
raise the quality of research and ensure research output of 
international standards. The Stella Maris Centre for Networking 
& Communications was established with the primary aim of 
enabling the College community utilise technology to keep 
pace with the changing educational scenario and to create a 
synergy of knowledge and skills through networks across the 
globe. The Centre has interactive video conferencing facilities 
in two halls.  The master system in the video - conference 
hall has 1+ 3 connections, which enables rural – urban – 
global connectivity. 

To the growing list of collaborations and partnerships already 
in existence, we have signed an MoU with the Association 
of Certified Chartered Accountants (ACCA), UK to offer a 
Professional Accounting course for the B.Com students.  This 

Dr. Sr. Jasintha Quadras presenting the College Day Report
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tie-up enables the students to earn an additional B Sc Degree 
in Applied Accountancy from Oxford Brookes University, UK. 
The renowned auditing firm KPMG, is now offering tuition 
support, and is responsible for course delivery. The course 
commenced in February.

The Principal, Dr. Sr. Jasintha Quadras, Dr. Bernadine Joseph, 
Dr. Sandra Joseph and Dr. Agnes Rosario, visited Liverpool 
Hope University, UK, in order to initiate a collaboration  
through a twinning programme in Business Administration.  
The outcome of the visit has set in motion the process to offer 
a one year International MBA programme in collaboration with 
Liverpool Hope University. The two semester programme 
will involve students doing one semester of studies at Stella 
Maris and the second semester at Liverpool with a four 
month internship. 

Commitment to the environment and fostering student 
involvement for “green” campus initiatives has always been 
our priority at Stella Maris. This year as a ‘green initiative’, the 
College installed a 50 
KW Solar Power Plant. 
Another major event 
that took place recently 
was the campaign for 
Voter IDs. More than 
2000 students are 
currently eligible to be 
enrolled on the voter’s 
list of the country.  The 
Chief Election Officer 
who is also the Principal 
Secretary to the 
Government of Tamil 
Nadu spoke on the 
occasion. Stella Maris is 
the first College in the state to undertake this campaign on 
such a massive scale. The Australian Trade Commission, on 
18 March 2014,  launched an awareness campaign on Road 
Safety at the College. The campaign was inaugurated by 
Nicola Watkinson, Minister Commercial and Senior Trade 
Commissioner-South Asia, Australian Trade Commission. 

A Science Fair was organised by the departments of Botany, 
Zoology, Physics and Chemistry with the support of the 

Department of Biotechnology under the Star College Scheme, 
Ministry of Science and Technology, Government of India. The 
fair provided an opportunity for the departments to reach out 
to about 1500 students from government and private schools 
in the vicinity and aimed at creating an interest in Basic Sciences. 
A Career Fair was organised for students of Bioinformatics and 
Biotechnology. Various institutions were invited to present 
and share placements and internship opportunities in the 
industry.  More than 15 organisations of repute participated. 
Several students of the Department of Bioinformatics 
received internships and were offered placements in 
renowned companies. 

The Department of Value Education, under the stewardship 
of  Sr. Sundari, fmm, has continued its mission to develop in 
students a strong sense of the life of the spirit, compassion, 
understanding and acceptance of difference, so that all might 
live in peace. Throughout the year, retreats, workshops and 
seminars centering around these themes were organised for 
students. The highlights of this year’s activities of the department 

were the inter-faith 
prayer meetings for 
final year students 
on the theme Peace 
and Harmony. As a 
continuation of   the 
project on Inter-faith 
dialogue and Peace-
building, supported 
by the United Board 
for Christian Higher 
Education in Asia last 
year, Suno Bhai Sadho, 
a music concert was 
organised in July. This 
academic year, the 
UBCHEA has funded 
another project titled 

‘Sustainable Development and Women’s Health’.  

The College has strengthened its research activities over the 
past few years. Three Major Research Projects have been 
sanctioned by the UGC over the past three years and five 
Minor Research Projects last year. 

Dr .  Crysta l  Dav id John ,  Dr .  Reg i  Manimega la  and 
Ms. Jayalakshmi with the students of the department are 

General Proficiency Winners during the College Day
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involved in a research study supported by Scientific Research 
Association for Economics & Finance (SRAEF), Chennai.Dr. 
Crystal David John supported by the Malcolm & Elizabeth 
Adiseshiah Trust, is involved in a study titled “Determinants 
of Women’s Part ic ipation in SHG led Microfinance 
Programme with Special Reference to Dalit SHGs in Madurai 
District, Tamil Nadu.”

Research in Science is an important focus at Stella Maris. The 
CRIST lab, supported by the STAR College Scheme, DBT, 
Ministry of Science and Technology, Government of India 
for the undergraduate students of the science departments 
has launched a new initiative titled ‘Exploring Nano Science- 
Synthesis and Characterisation of Nano Particles.’ Thirty three 
students have registered for the programme.

The Library is the centre of academic life on campus. As 
part of its activities this year, two ‘Meet the Author’ sessions 
– with Aroon Raman author of ‘The Treasure of Kafur’ and 
Nandini Krishnan author of ‘Hitched: The Modern Woman 

and Arranged Marriage’ – were organised. Two video films 
were screened for students of the Department of English 
and History. A computer system with JAWS facility in the 
library has been installed for the visually challenged students.

The Stellarchives Office & Workstation was inaugurated in 
August. Theses, syllabi, manuscripts, paintings, all the College 
magazines, departmental journals and synopsis of theses have 
been digitised and uploaded on to the web and Dspace.

Ms. Gita Balchandran, Archivist, spoke on the “Best Practices 
for Effective Use of Libraries in the Digital Era in an Academic 

Library for Optimizing Knowledge Resources” at the UGC 
sponsored National Conference on  “The Role of Libraries 
in the Information Era: Optimizing Knowledge Resources 
in Learning and Research” at Jyoti Nivas College, Bangalore
in February.

Springboard, for future leaders, a collaborative leadership 
training programme for the students of Stella Maris College 
and Loyola College was taken forward successfully for the  
sixth  consecutive year. Springboard has a current strength 
of 35 undergraduate students. IAS coaching classes continue 
to be held in collaboration with Manidhaneyam Civil Services 
Coaching Academy.

Several workshops and sessions were organised for faculty 
members. A workshop on “Peace-building Initiatives through 
Inter-personal Relationships” was organised for the faculty 
in June. Orientation Sessions were held for newly recruited 
faculty members and other sessions for all the members of the 
faculty in preparation for the NAAC Reaccreditation process.

Our interest and concern for student welfare has always 
extended beyond the classroom. As part of the mentoring 
programme, students have continued to receive guidance 
on both academic and personal matters from their mentor, 
a faculty member. This unique initiative was particularly 
appreciated by the NAAC Peer Team during the site visit 
to the College. 

We have continued to support needy and deserving students 
through scholarships and financial assistance to pursue their 
studies. Various government and private scholarships and 
those instituted by the management were made available to 
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students. This year 1,838 students benefited from scholarships 
amounting to Rs. 89,40,694.

Several departments conduct annual endowment lectures in 
honour of faculty who have made significant contributions to 
the growth and development of their respective departments.  
The departments of History, Sociology, Economics, Fine 
Arts, Mathematics, Chemistry, Zoology, Social Work and 
International Studies invited eminent academicians to 
deliver these special lectures.  Several departments have 
also conducted their annual meetings with former students. 

The Department of History organised special lectures, 
workshops and refresher courses for the benefit of students 
and faculty. Workshops on Folk Dance and Music in 
collaboration with Dakshinachitra and the Folklore Support 
Centre were also held. The Department also collaborated 
with the Institute of Hotel Management Catering Technology 
and Applied Nutrition. Under the “Earn While You Learn” 
scheme, tourism students take up part-time jobs.

The Department of Sociology organised the intra-departmental 
fest ‘Meads’ which was held in December. A lecture on 
‘Dimensions of Gender Sensitivity’ was delivered by Dr. Sujata 
Ramanathan, former Head of the Department.

The Department of Economics held the inter-postgraduate 
seminar in February. The debate centered around Fluctuations 
in the Foreign Exchange rates in India and its impact on 
the Indian Economy. A compendium of all the available 
Dr. Sr. Helen Vincent  Endowment Lectures was released 
in August. The Department Festival – the Festival of 

Economics - was held in October. Students  participated in 
the quiz conducted by the Scientific Research Association for 
Economics & Finance (SRAEF), Chennai. Medha L. Easwar  of 
I B.A Economics  won the College Topper prize for ‘Know 
your Economy.’ Certificate courses in Stocks, Shares and 
Bonds, Insurance and Risk Management, Financial Planning 
and Risk Management were organised by the department. 
The undergraduate students of the department interned with 
several multinational corporations.

The highlight of the year for the Department of English 
was the two day National Seminar titled ‘Indian Women’s 
Writing in English’ conducted in November. One of the three 
‘Meet the Author’ sessions comprised former students of 
the department: K Srilata, novelist and poet; Tulsi Badrinath, 
novelist and dancer; Nandini Krishnan, novelist, playwright and 
stand-up comedian and Priya K, fantasy writer. The department 
also conducted a student seminar “Remembering Achebe” in 
February in memory of Chinua Achebe, noted African novelist 
and critic who passed away on 21 March 2013. In collaboration 
with Exeter Premedia Services, the Department of English 
offered a six month Certificate Course in Copyediting. Five 
students were placed in Exeter Premedia as copyeditors.
Ms. Anupama Chandrashekhar, a former student of the 
department, British Council Charles Wallace Fellow and noted 
playwright conducted a theatre workshop for students in 
September. The department was also closely involved with 
two literary festivals that were organised in the city this year 
– the Hindu Lit for Life and the Chennai Literary Festival. This 
year the Department of English hosted a number of talks and 
guest lectures by creative writers and academicians. 

A book titled ‘The Evolving Image – the Notion of Modern 
and Post Modern Art in Tamil Nadu’ co-edited by Dr. Lakshmi 
Priya Daniel and Dr. Swapna Sathish with contributory articles 
by the faculty of the Department of Fine Arts was published 
by University of Madras, Chennai. Faculty members from Light 
and Life Academy, Lovedale, Ooty conducted a workshop 
on ‘Basics of Photography’ for the students followed 
by a workshop on light in photography on their campus. 
Dr. Margaret Thomas and Dr. Swapna Sathish conducted 
a workshop on ‘Colour’ for the students of the Academy. 
Ms. Marcia Neblett, a Fulbright scholar worked with the 
undergraduate students from 3 January to 14 February 2014. 
The students collaborated with Art Chennai 2014 on a wall 

The Principal presenting a memento to the Chief guest
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art project in February. The students of the Department 
and artists from Ability Foundation have transformed the 
exterior walls of the College into vibrant murals based on 
the theme ‘The Trees and the Skies.’ The chairman of the 
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board awarded them a shield 
and Certificate of Appreciation for the valuable contribution 
towards creating environmental awareness among the 
common public. Sarvatmika Rajeev (III BVA) and Christina 
Shaju (IV BVA) received the Barbara Srinivasan Award for 
the year 2013, instituted by Kasthuri Srinivasan Trust, Art 
Gallery, Coimbatore.

The thirteenth Intercollegiate Mathfest MATH ZOOM 
2013 was conducted in September  by the Department of 
Mathematics. The Mathematics forum ‘INTEGRA’ conducted 
competitions and workshops throughout the year. At the 22nd 

International Conference of the Forum for Interdisciplinary 
Mathematics on Interdisciplinary Mathematics, Statistics, and 
Computational Techniques, held at Waseda University, Japan, 
the paper presented by Dr. Felbin Kennedy and written in 
collaboration with Ms. Malini S. U., Ph.D scholar, received the 
award for the best paper.

The Department of Physics organised workshops, guest 
lectures and demonstrations. The Department’s annual cultural 
festival ‘ELECTRA 2013’ was held in October. The annual 
magazine PHYSIK was released in March 2014. Sabitha Ann 
and Alice Francita of  III B.Sc Physics were selected to 
attend a winter workshop in Physics ‘WINPHYS 2013’  at 
IIT-M in December.

The Department of Chemistry celebrated their Golden Jubilee 
this year with an Inaugural Mass, followed by workshops and 
special lectures by eminent scholars. Chriso Maria Thomas of  
III B.Sc Chemistry received a Summer Research Fellowship 
at the National Institute for Interdisciplinary Science and 
Technology, in Trivandrum, Priyanka Chakraborty of II B.Sc 
Chemistry recieved a Summer Research Fellowship at the 
Central University of Karnataka, Gulbarga and  E. R. Anishiya 
Chella Daisy and Gladiya Mani of I M Sc Chemistry at  Bhabha 
Atomic Research Centre, Mumbai.

The certificate course in Herbal Therapy and Beauty Care 
- sanctioned and sponsored by the UGC (Career Oriented 
Programme) continues to be conducted by the Department 
of Botany. Several distinguished scientists and academicians 

The Secretary Sr. Susan honouring the Chief guest 
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delivered lectures on a range of topics. Faculty members have 
also attended training programmes, workshops and symposia. 
Workshops and field visits and training sessions for students 
were conducted by the Department.

The Department of Zoology organised their annual 
Intercollegiate ‘ZOOFEST Synapse 2013’ in September. An 
exhibition on various aspects of Zoology was organised. The 
students have  been invited to help in the Black Buck and 
Spotted Deer Census at the Guindy National Park. Suneha 
Jagannathan and Sri Vaishnavi of II B.Sc are docents at the 
Madras Crocodile Bank. Ranjitha and Shoba of III B Sc interned 
at the Chennai Snake Park  for a project on “Diurnal Behavioral 
Profiles of Captive Indian cobra.” Suneha Jagannathan and Sri 
Vaishnavi of III B.Sc interned with Dr. Ayesha Prasad on a 
combined NCBS-MCBT project. Aishwarya Sahasrabuddhe 
of II B Sc won the Best Dancer Award during the Sindhu 
Memorial Classical Dance Competition organised by the 
Department of  History. 

The Intercollegiate Cultural Fest ‘COMBAT 2013’ was 
conducted by the Department of Commerce in October. 
The Department, in association with Madras Management 
Association and The Hindu, Business Line conducted a two 
day conference “Management Beyond Repertoire” in January.
The Department of Computer Science organised a two 
day State Level Symposium on “Applications of MATLAB 
in Computer Science.” To equip students to compete in 
the rapidly developing 
field of mobile applications 
development, the department 
organised a workshop on 
“Developing Mobile Apps” 
in August. Students and 
faculty were given training 
on Programming in Android 
Application Platform. Final 
year postgraduate students 
Filza Fathima, Radhika Jain R 
and Vandana S developed a 
Mobile Application for the 
College. The application 
can be downloaded from the College website. The App 
helps the student identify the Day Order and events taking 
place on any particular  day, sets up reminders for their use, 
calculates internal marks and stores it in their phone memory. 

These students also developed an automated Library Survey 
Application for the General Library to survey library use by 
students and faculty. Video conferencing on Networks in 
collaboration with PriceWaterHouseCoopers, Chennai, was 
organised in September. Through the departmental Club 
“LINKS” several technical competitions were conducted for the 
students. WizIT ‘13, the Intercollegiate fest of the department 
was organised in September. 

A book titled “Policies and Practices of Drug Use in India: 
A Situational Analysis” written by Dr. Sandra Joseph, Head, 
Department of Social Work and Ms. Lohitha Jaikar, Principal 
Researcher, was jointly published by IFCU and Stella Maris 
College. The book is an outcome of a three year research study 
on Policies and Practices of Drug Use in India. On the occasion 
of World Suicide Prevention Day, the students forum ‘Unnati’ 
of the Department of Social Work in collaboration with 
SNEHA, an NGO, sensitised the public on Suicide Prevention 
at the Express Avenue and Forum Vijaya Mall in September.
The Department conducted the twenty-five day Certificate 
Programme in Entrepreneurial Development sanctioned by 
the Government of Tamil Nadu in collaboration with Tamil 
Nadu Small and Tiny Industries Association. The training 
programme was attended by 24 students at the postgraduate 
level. ‘Frontiers in Medicine’ – a health conference exclusively 
for senior citizens was organised in February in collaboration 
with Dignity Foundation and with the support of  Kavery 

Hospital, Chennai. 

The Department of 
In ternat iona l  S tud ies 
organised a lecture on 
“Intellectual Property rights 
and Marxism” by  Dr. 
Ravichandran, Head of 
Academic Affairs, Surana 
and Surana International 
Attorneys in October. The 
department also organised 
a two day workshop on 
the European Union and 

its policies. Kriya 2014, the annual student seminar of the 
Department of International Studies was held in February. 
The theme chosen for this year was “Globalisation: Evolving 
Paradigms and Identities.” The Department hosted and 

Keeping them spell-bound
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organised a workshop on Nuclear Issues in South Asia and 
Gender Issues in India with students from the Department 
of Political Science of the Muenster University, Germany, 
in February. 

The Department of Public Relations organised a one day 
Intercollegiate student seminar on the “Role of Media in 
Corporate Image Building” in October. The students also 
participated in a series of workshops conducted by PRAKASA 
– the PR forum –  including press release writing, radio 
production, television and short film production. The students 
of the Department participated in the execution of “Voice 
against Noise” a campaign organised by TAFE Pvt. Ltd. The 
students were stationed at various petrol bunks around the 
city to sensitise vehicle-drivers on the ill effects of honking. 
The Department was also presented with an award at a media 
function. A city-wide live Public Relations Campaign ‘Pro-Fit’ 

was organised to create awareness about the importance 
of fitness among women. A cycle rally ‘Cyclathon’ was 
organised in association with BSA Cyclogens at Marina Beach. 
Workshops in Zumba, Yoga and Cardio Kickboxing received 
good response from College students and women. The Pro-
Fit team was also part of the five day exhibition organised 
by Youth Health Mela, at Valluvarkottam in January and was 
given the ‘Best Stall of the Day’ award. 

The Department of Bioinformatics organised a four day 
workshop on “Bioinformatics- a Futuristic Approach”, 
sponsored by DBT, Star College Scheme, in March for the 
students of the science departments. A one day seminar on 
“Healthcare and Personalised Medicine” was held in October. 
J. Christina Nilofer, II M Sc Bioinformatics presented a poster 
at the International Symposium on Computational Biology 
& Drug Design, organised by Biospectrum and School of 

The Chief guest, Mr. Sashi Kumar, addressing the gathering

The NCC Cadets receiving their awards
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Biosciences, MACFAST, Tiruvalla, Kerala and C. Jayalakshmi, 
N. Pavithra and S.Veronica Grite, II M.Sc Bioinformatics, 
publ i shed a paper in  the Journa l  of  B io log ica l  and 
Information Sciences.

The Department of 
Biotechnology organised 
a two-day conference 
on “Emerging Trends in 
Biotechnology” in January.
Rhishika and Manasa 
of I M.Sc and Jennifer 
and Sylvine of II M.Sc 
presented papers at the 
conference on Emerging 
Trends in Biotechnology 
organised at Stella Maris. 
Liyarna, Urvaja and 
Malathi of I M Sc  and 
Sujithra, Pavithra, Ashwini 
and Sai Krithika of II M.Sc  
presented posters.  Rishika and Malathi won the first place 
in the paper and poster presentations respectively Sandhya 
and Priyadarshini of the I M Sc presented a poster at the 
‘BIOGALAXY 2014’ organised by Prince Sri Venkateswara 
Arts and Science College and were awarded the third place.

Students of the Department of French participated in 
competitions conducted by the French Departments of 
city colleges and won prizes in various competitions. In the 
Chennai segment of the Spelling Bee conducted by the 
Indian Association of Teachers of French at St. George’s 
School, Kavya Joseph of the Department of Economics was 
the runner-up at the Basic Level. The Department of French 
hosted its first ever Intercollegiate French competition in 
which 13 city colleges participated in various competitions 
on French Day.

The Department of Tamil organised a Regional Seminar on 
Religious Harmony in November. ‘MUSE INDIA’ a Literary eJournal 
has translated three selections from Dr. Nanthamil Nangai’s 
poetry collection. 

The Department of Hindi in collaboration with the Tamil Nadu 
Hindi Sahitya Akademi conducted an International Conference 
on “Globalisation and Use of Languages”. 

Dr. Srabani Bhattarcharya’s book on poetry was released in 
December. Intercollegiate Hindi Cultural Competitions were 
conducted in September. The theme for Hindi Day for this 
year was- “Go Hindi, Bano Desi.” 

The students of the 
Department of Sanskrit, 
participated in ‘Shasun’ 
Sanskrit Fest’13, an annual 
Intercollegiate Sanskrit 
competition organised 
by the Department of 
Sanskrit, Shasun Jain 
College for Women. 
Students won prizes in 
various individual and 
group events and bagged 
the Overall Championship 
Trophy. The students 
of the II year Sanskrit 
Foundation Course won 

various competitions organised by the Department of Sanskrit, 
M.O.P. Vaishnav College for Women. Anusha G. of the 
Department of Economics won a special prize for Elocution 
conducted by the Bharati Tirta Shringeri Mutt, Chennai. The 
Department conducted a one day seminar on ‘Science and 
Sanskrit-an Overview’ for II year undergraduate Foundation 
Course students. ‘KALAKRITI’ conducted an Intercollegiate 
Sanskrit cultural meet for the first time in February.

Stella Maris has always emphasised holistic education, and its 
five part curriculum includes student training programmes – 
both co-curricular and extra–curricular which focus on skills 
development and service to community. The NSS and YRC 
continue to render selfless service to the various marginalised 
sections of society. There are 320 volunteers in NSS and 
160 volunteers in YRC. Among them, 125 students work 
with socially disadvantaged groups, 95 volunteers are placed 
in organisations working for the mentally challenged, 100 
volunteers are placed in organisations working for the visually 
impaired. Every year the unit organises two blood donation 
camps in the month of July and February in collaboration with 
Madras Voluntary Action Bureau. This year, the Minister of 
Social Welfare and the Mayor participated in the event. Stella 
Maris College won the Dr. Radhakrishnan Award for mobilising 
the maximum number of donors among the women’s colleges 

The Retiring Faculty on College Day
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in the city, and the Governor’s Award for mobilising the 
maximum number of donors throughout Chennai. Kalpana 
of III B.Sc Zoology won the Best NSS Service to the  Nation 
Award – Vivekananda Award. She won the first place in Street 
Play about human issues in the competition held at Women’s 
Christian College  and attended several NSS awareness camps 
including a camp for PAN verification at the Income Tax Office.

The NCC has continued to excel and has once again done the 
College proud. The NCC Cadets of the College have been 
involved in a wide range of activities through the academic 
year. They have participated in regional, state, and national 
level events, attended camps and been selected for prestigious 
events across the country. Senior Cadet Captain Oliver 
Drishilla of the Department of Mathematics was selected to 
participate in the International Sea Cadets Exchange 
Programme at Singapore (ISCEP). She was awarded the 
Best Female Cadet by the  ISCEP 2013.

Cpl. Sathya Jothi, of the Department of Mathematics won a 
silver medal in the firing competition of the type Grouping 
and NRAI. She also represented the Tamil Nadu, Puducherry 
& Andaman and Nicobar Directorate at the All India Thal 
Sainik Camp held at New Delhi from 10 to 20 October 2013. 
Cpl. Aswinah Zeenath of the Department of Sociology was 
selected to represent Group Headquarters Madras Group A 
at the Inter-Group Competition Republic Day Parade (IGC 
RDC) held at Madurai from 28 September to 10 October 
2013. Cadet Under-Officer Sherlin, Cadet Under-Officer 
Edel Ancy Queen of the Department of  Mathematics and 
L/Cpl. Metilda of the Department of Botany represented 
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Andaman & Nicobar Directorate 
in National Sports and Games of the NCC held at New Delhi 
from 15 to 30 October 2013. Petty Officer Cadet Swathi V 
was selected for the Inter Unit Competition Nau Sainik Camp 
held at Puducherry from 17 to 27 August 2013. She was 
awarded the gold medal for Service Subject and Boat Pulling. 
She was also selected to represent Tamil Nadu, Puducherry 
and Andaman & Nicobar Directorate at the All India Nau 
Sainik Camp held at Vishakapatnam from 7 to 20 January 
2014 .The NCC cadets also collaborated with the Chennai 
Traffic Police to regulate traffic near the Gemini Flyover. On 
this day, our cadets were also involved in creating awareness 
on road safety.   

Many of our students have had the chance to play competitive 
sports and represent the institution at the varsity level. Our 

College has been at the forefront of Sports and games this 
year also. The College organised the Madras University 
Intercollegiate and Inter Zone tournaments in Basketball 
and Tennis. Forty two students of our College were selected 
to represent the Madras University B Zone, twelve students 
were selected to represent the Madras University and ten 
students represented Tamil Nadu.

At the Madras University B Zone Intercollegiate Basketball 
Tournament held on 4 October 2013, our College won and 
all the 12 players of the team were selected to represent 
the Madras University Inter Zone. Srividya S Shekar and 
S. Sanghavi, of the Department of Commerce were selected 
to represent Madras University. Their team won the South 
Zone and the All India Inter University tournaments held at 
Vijayawada.  Our College team was the winner at the Sports 
Fest 2013 conducted by IIT Madras.

In Shuttle Badminton, M. Prateeshita, R. Kausalya of the 
Department of Commerce and Ritwika of the Department of 
Economics, won the first place at the Madras University B Zone 
Intercollegiate tournament. R. Kausalya of the Department of 
Commerce was selected to represent the Madras University. 
Stella Maris College secured the Winners’ title at the IIT Sports 
Fest 2013.  At the National Level Intercollegiate Tournament 
held at VIT University (Riviera 2014), the Stella Maris team 
secured the Winners’ title. 
 
At the Madras University B Zone Intercollegiate Tournament, 
the Table Tennis team  represented by N. Vidya, J. P. Roshini,  
Anu Nisha,  and R. Shruthi of the Department of Commerce, 
secured the Winners’ title and were runners up at the Madras 
University Inter Zone tournament. N. Vidya and R. Shruthi 
were selected to represent the Madras University. The 
College team won the Winners’ title at the National Level 
Intercollegiate Tournament held at VIT University. Besides 
winning in Intercollegiate hockey tournaments, V. Gayathri was 
selected to represent the Madras University and S. Arunadevi 
of the Department of Commerce was selected to represent 
Tamil Nadu for the Women’s Nationals in Hockey.  

In Ball Badminton the Stella Maris team won the first place in 
the Intercollegiate zonals. In Lawn Tennis, the College team 
won the first place at the Meet at IIT Madras. The team 
players included  Neena Reddy, of the Department of Fine 
Arts , Nivetha Srinvasan of the Department of Economics, 
Madhumitha H and Binu Ravikumar of the Department of 
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Commerce. Binu Ravikumar of the Department of Commerce 
was selected to represent the Madras University. At the 
Dr. J. Jayalalitha 66th Birthday Sports Competition, our College 
team secured both gold and silver medals. In Volley Ball, 
Namratha Lingesan was selected to represent the Madras 
University for the South Zone Inter University. In the All 
India Inter-University tournament, her team secured the 
Winners’ title. 

In Athletics, Christina Mary Ann Durand of the Department 
of Commerce secured the first place in both the 400 metres 
and 800 metres race.  Sharon Hudson, of the Department of 
Computer Science secured the first place in Javelin Throw, 
first place in Discus Throw and second place in Shot Put.  

The three member team, K. Mohanalakshmi, M. R. Aiswarya 
of the Department of Commerce and M. Lavanya of the 
Department of  English  were selected to represent the 
Madras University and won the third place in the All India 
Inter-University tournament in Fencing, introduced this year. 
In Swimming, Sukanya Sankaran of the Department of 
Commerce secured silver medals in 50 metres Backstroke, 
50 metres Breaststroke and 50 metres Butterfly at the State 
Level Intercollegiate tournament held at JBAS College. 

As an institution dedicated to the empowerment and 
education of women, Stella Maris also lays emphasis on 
the exploration and study of issues that relate specifically 
to women and gender. The Centre for Women’s Studies 
organised several seminars and workshops focusing on 
problems relating to women. The Centre in collaboration 
with the Department of Fine Arts organised an outreach 
programme - Training in Income Generating Skill Development 
for 60 women in urban areas. The programme was organised 
in two different communities at Vyasarpadi and Broadway for 
the benefit of women in six NGOs. The Centre collaborated 
with ActionAid in organising a campaign for Gender 
Equality titled ‘Beti Zindabad’ to address the dismal child sex 
ratio. International Women’s Day was celebrated on campus. 
The Chief Guest was Dr. Suniti Solomon, Director, YRG 
CARE, Chennai. 

Our very diverse student population includes young women 
from regional medium schools and from marginalised sections 
of society. The Language Partnership Programme was initiated 
a few years ago in order to help these students during their 
first year in College to improve their proficiency in English. 

The unique feature of the programme is that the teachers are 
student volunteers from different disciplines.  The student-
teachers are trained by the faculty of the Department of 
English and also receive specialised training from experts. 

The Stella Maris Pathway Programme, with its goal ‘Pathways to 
Opportunities’, helps students from less privileged backgrounds 
achieve competency through training in soft skills, computer 
applications, and employability skills. 

The theme for the Students’ Union 2013-2014 was “Celebrating 
Difference” which focused on sensitivity towards the differently 
abled. The Union celebrated the United Nations’ International 
Day of Persons with Disabilities in December. On the occasion, 
several differently abled persons were invited to perform 
at College and interact with students. The highlights of the 
Union’s activities for this year included the Stella Maris College 
Parliamentary Debate 2013, organised in collaboration with 
the Debate Club of the College in December. The event was 
well represented by contestants from all over the country 
and abroad. ‘Aquilae’, the annual Intercollegiate cultural fest 
was held in December.  The theme for this year was ‘The 
Big Fat Indian Fest’ with participation of students across 30 
Colleges. The Union also organised Friendship Day, Inter 
year competitions - Frames – The Big Picture, Ethnic Day, 
Administrative Staff Day, Supportive Staff Day, Joy of Giving 
and the Language Week.

The Alumnae Association organised alumnae chapter meetings 
at Cochin and Bangalore. Two ‘Kalanjiyam’ programmes were 
held this year. Several reputed companies, NGOs and other 
institutes visited the College for campus recruitment. Of 
the 260 students registered for placement with the Career 
Guidance Cell, I am happy to announce that 170 have already 
been placed.

Union Members with the Principal on College Day
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The Students’ Union 2013-2014 comprising of six members, 
was the first union to function under the new amendment 
of having at least one representative from each stream 
(Commerce, Science and Arts) but not more than three 
from the same stream. 

The Union wished to commemorate differences, big or small 
through the year and that brought in the logo and tagline for 
the year - ‘Celebrating Difference’ because difference is not 
bad or something that needs to be shunned. In fact, difference 
is good and as each individual is different, this was emphasized 
by the logo, a colourful barcode. What is a better way to 
celebrate difference than to take something that is black and 
white and add a splash of colour to it? Life is not about two 
extremes; it is about all the colours that fall in between. The 
colourful barcode is special and different from the ordinary. 
It embodies the strength of difference that we believe in and 
attaches worth to each person. The different colours in the 
barcode represent the different facets of each person, their 
multitude of talents and quirks, all of which blend to make a 
flawless whole; a whole that cannot be replicated ever. And 

that brought in the social theme for the year - ‘Sensitivity 
towards the Differently Abled.’ The Union felt that this was an 
issue that is not given the importance it deserves. If ‘difference’ 
is accepted and encouraged, equality will be achieved. 

The Union, by choosing this theme, aspired to sensitise the 
student body to the needs of the differently abled and work 
towards including them in a society. In line with this, a group 
called ‘Best Buddies’ was formed. This group aimed at responding 
to the needs of the differently abled within College as well as 
outside. Members went for rallies and walks that aimed to raise 
awareness on this issue. They also attended guest lectures in 
the  College on the same issue and visited organisations like Sri 
Arunodhayam to spend a day with differently abled persons. The 
Union also celebrated 3 December 2013, declared by the United 
Nations as ‘International Day of Persons with Disabilities.’ 

Ms. Sumitra Prasad from Dorai Foundation for the differently 
abled was the guest speaker for the occasion. Ms. Amudhavalli, 
Sai Bakery, which sells baked goods made and sold by the 
differently abled set up a stall in the College for the occasion. 

STUDENTS’ UNION 2013 - 2014

Anu, Manjima,  Aditi,  Andrea, Neelam, Darshana
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Along with the social theme, the Union decided to take up 
an environmental theme- ‘e-waste recycling.’ This is a relevant 
issue considering the increase in the usage of electronics in 
recent times and their improper disposal. Recycling bins were 
placed near the Union room throughout the year and at the 
end, the e-waste collected was effectively disposed of with 
the aid of an e-waste company. 

A new initiative, the first of its kind in the city, was implemented 
at Stella Maris College this year - the issuing of Voters’ ID. 
The idea, formulated by a couple of students, was brought 
to the Students’ Union who took it up in collaboration with 
the Department of International Studies  and the Department 
of History. Voters’ ID forms were distributed to students as 
well as faculty and were then submitted to the Government 
officials to facilitate  issue of the ID cards. 

The first cultural event to take place in College was the 
Freshers’ Cultural competition. 
Inspired by the logo the union 
organised ‘Vibrance! 2013’ at 
which the students of the first 
year showcased their talent. 
The first year students were 
divided into six groups, each 
denoted by a specific colour. 
Each group had five to six 
departments. The event ended 
with an Ethnic Show by the 
senior students. 

After two years of Inter-Departmentals, the Union decided 
to go back to Inter-Year cultural competitions. This was 
movie - themed and called ‘Frames 2013- The Big Picture’, 
in order to signify all that goes into the making of a film and 
to denote all the elements of a film – music, art, literature, 
dance and comedy. 

“Joy of Giving” was another new initiative by the Union. 
Although “Joy of Giving” was only for a week in October, 
the programme continued through the semester. The Union 
members, met the less fortunate students in College and 
noted their requirements for college, such as pendrives, 
notebooks, scientific calculators and college bags. Each class 
contributed generously towards the cause. The Students’ 

Union, along with the members of the Quiz, Debate and 
Current Affairs Club organised the Second Edition of the Stella 
Maris College Parliamentary Debate (SMCPD). This national 
level tournament, was held from 13 to 16 December 2013. 
This tournament was open to Colleges all over the city, state 
and country, and encouraged internal participation as well.

Aquilae, the Intercollegiate cultural event, was held on 18 
December 2013. The theme for the event was ‘The Big 
Fat Indian Fest!’. Teach for India, an NGO that seeks to 
educate children was the social partner for Aquilae 2013.   
A part of the funds raised through this event was used to 
support the differently abled. The overall winner of Aquilae 
2013 – The Big Fat Indian Fest was Loyola College. 

Apart from these initiatives, the Union conducted break 
time presentations on Friendship Day, Ethnic Day and Onam 
with great zeal and vigour. The Department of Languages 

were each allotted a day 
to celebrate the culture 
associated with it. 

Union Day  and the 
handing over ceremony 
was both a celebration and 
a farewell. The Students’ 
Union thanked the student 
body and faculty for their 
overwhelming support 
throughout the year. 

Every one is unique and different. In spite of the diversity, 
it is important for people to come together. As important 
as it is to work together, it is equally important to retain 
individuality.The student body came together and supported 
the Union in all its endeavours. As this year draws to a close 
each one of us feels proud to have represented the College this 
academic year. We hope the College continues the tradition 
of Celebrating Difference.

Aditi Anna Kuriakose
III B. A English

Students’ Union President
2013 - 2014

Logo launch of the Students’ Union
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The National Cadet Corps plays a vital role in moulding the 
character of young women, developing their overall personality 
and motivating them to achieve their goals.

The year began with the Combined Annual Training Camp 
which prepares the cadets for the national level camps held 
at New Delhi. Cdt. A. Sathya Jothi, Cdt. Rachel Darthy, 
Cdt. J. Jose Priyanka and Cdt. Aswinah Zeenath A. participated 
in CATC I-TSC/RDC held at J.K.R. Matriculation Hr. Sec. 
School, Kattankulathur from 29 May 2013 to 07 June 2013.

Cdt. A. Sathya Jothi, Cdt. Rachel Darthy, and Cdt. J. Jose 
Priyanka participated in CATC II-TSC/RDC held at S.R.M. 
University, Kattankulathur from 08 to 17 June 2013. The 
cadets were selected for the next camp held at Vel-Tech, 
Avadi from 21 to 31 June 2013.
 
Senior Cadet Captain Oliver Drishilla of the Mathematics 
Department went to Singapore as she was selected for the 
International Sea Cadets Exchange Programme (ISCEP) from 

26 May 2013 to 04 June 2013. She was awarded the Best 
Female Cadet in ISCEP 2013.

Petty Officer Cadet Swathi V. attended the Training Camp 
from 06 May to 06 June 2013 in 1(TN) Naval Unit, Kilpauk, 
Chennai. She also attended Scuba Diving Camp held at Anna 
Swimming Pool, Chepauk from 17 June to 22 June 2013 
in which she was awarded the bronze medal in the Best 
Cadet category.

Cdt. A. Sathya Jothi, and Cdt. Rachel Darthy were selected 
to represent Group Headquarters Madras Group A in IGC 
TSC held at P S.G. College, Coimbatore from 1 July to 11 July 
2013. Cdt. A. Sathya Jothi  won the silver medal in Grouping 
and NRAI. Cdt. A. Sathya Jothi was selected for the Launch 
Camp held at Salem from 13 to 22 July 2013.

The NCC orientation programme for I years was held on 25 
& 26 July 2013.The cadets were grouped into four companies-
Alpha, Bravo, Charlie and Delta. The Inaugural Camp was 

NATIONAL CADET CORPS

The Cadets of Stella Maris College present the guard of honour
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conducted for the I year cadets to give them an idea of 
camp life.

Petty Officer Cadet Swathi V. was selected for IUC NSC held 
at Puducherry from 17 August to 27 August 2013. 

Lt. Fancy V.F. attended the Certificate Entry Course (CEC/
SW-61) held at Officer’s Training Academy, Gwalior, Madhya 
Pradesh from 12 August to 9 November 2013.The training 
included Cross Country, Yoga, Drill, Service Subjects, Firing, 
Map Reading Practical, Games & Cultural competitions. 
Lt. Fancy V.F. was awarded the Director’s General Plaque 
of Honour for standing first in the order of merit in CEC/
SW-61. She was also awarded a gold medal for Excellence 
in Leadership Qualities.

Cdt. Aswinah Zeenath A. was selected for the RDC Training 
camp held at Ambattur from 6 to 15 September 2013. She 
was also selected for Pre IGC held at Madhavaram and IGC 
RDC at Madurai from 18 September to 10 October 2013.

CUO Sherlin, CUO Edel Ancy Queen, CUO S. Akshaya, 

L/Cpl. Metilda and L/Cpl. John Diana were selected for IGC 
National Sports and Games held at Salem from 23 September 
to 2 October 2013. CUO Sherlin, CUO Edel Ancy Queen, 
and L/Cpl. Metilda were selected for Training National Sports 
and Games held at Coimbatore from 5 to 14 October 2013. 
CUO Sherlin, CUO Edel Ancy Queen, and L/Cpl. Metilda were 
selected for National Sports and Games NCC (NewDelhi)
from 15 October to 30 October 2013. Cpl. Sathya Jothi 
attended the All India Thal Sainik Camp, NewDelhi from 10 
to 22 October 2013.
 
Senior Cadet Captain Oliver Drishilla and NC I Jaya Arokia 
Silviya attended the National Integration Camp, Raipur from 
14 to 29 November 2013.Naval Cadets Pretty Thomas  and 
Kids Prisco attended Annual Training Camp held at Kerala 
from 8 to 20 December 2013. Naval cadets,Tamilarasi and 
Geetha Kiran attended NIC camp held at Noida from 20 to 
31 December 2013. 

F/Cdt. Minu Treesa Elizabath attended the NIC, New Delhi 
from 19 to 29 January 2014. She was also a part of the 
cultural team in the Prime Minister’s rally. Petty Officer Cadet 

The Chief guest takes the salute

Lt. Fancy V.F. along with Charlie Company in front of the 
Flag area depicting Tourism at OTA gwalior

Officer inspecting the Guard of honour Competition 
with guard Commander Lt. Fancy V.F. at OTA gwalior 
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To mark the 64th Anniversary of the Geneva Convention, YRC 
volunteers participated by holding placards at Valluvarkottam, 
Chennai depicting the seven fundamental principles of Red 
Cross, promoting world peace. 

Dr. Nirmala Alex had participated in the sub-committee 
meeting representing the YRC unit of Stella Maris College. 
The Pre-Republic Day parade camp for the year 2013, which 
took place between 6 and 16 of October, was organised 
by the University of Madras. Ms. Maria Lawrencia, faculty, 
Department of Commerce, participated and was appreciated 
for her commitment and zeal.

On 20 October,2013 World Cancer Day was observed. 
Around 60 NSS and YRC volunteers visited the cancer ward 
of the Government Women’s and Children’s Hospital and 
gave a cultural performance. The volunteers also presented 
roses to the patients, wishing them a speedy recovery. The 
entire programme was organised in collaboration with CAN 
STOP, an agency working for persons affected with cancer. 
The YRC volunteers of the College continue to render service 
at the Cancer Institute, Adyar.

To mark the week on ‘Violence Against Women’, a walkathon 
was initiated by women’s colleges on 21 November 2013  near 
Marina Beach. The walk was from Labour Statue to Gandhi 
Statue. Around 75 NSS and YRC volunteers participated in 
the event.

The Public Health Department and Chennai Corporation 
organised a medical camp, between 5 and 9 December 2013. 
Around 30 volunteers participated, and were presented the 
rolling shield by the Mayor of Chennai, for their significant 
contribution and sincere service.

In order to create a greater awareness amongst motorists 
about the ill effects of unnecessary honking and its impact on 
the people and environment, TAFE organised a poster-making 
competition and ongoing activity on the theme ‘Voice Against 
Noise’ on 6 December 2013.

To observe ‘Human Rights Week’, the Global Tamil Organisation 
proposed to create awareness and express solidarity with 
those deprived of basic human rights—such as child rights, 
labour rights and women’s rights—by organising a ‘Human 

Award for mobilising the highest number of blood donors
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The College has always been at the forefront of Sports and 
Games. This year too the students excelled in performance and 
in fact surpassed previous performances.

At the Madras University B Zone Intercollegiate Basketball 
Tournament held on 4 October 2013, our College emerged 
Winners and all the 12 players of the team were selected to 
represent the Madras University Inter Zone. Srividya S Shekar 
and S. Sanghavi, both of II B.Com were selected to represent 
the Madras University and their team won the South Zone 
and All India Inter University tournaments held at Vijayawada.  
At the Sports Fest 2013 conducted by IIT Madras from 
25 September 2013 to 30 September 2013, our College 
team emerged Winners.  S. Akshara and Princy Epsiba of II 
B.Com were selected to represent the Tamilnadu State. Our 
College team secured the first place in the Tamilnadu Chief 
Minister Dr. J. Jayalalitha 66th birthday Sports Competition.  

In Shuttle Badminton, our team players with M. Prateeshita 
of III B.Com, R. Kausalya of I B.Com and Ritwika of II B.A. 
Economics, won the First place at the Madras University B. 
Zone Intercollegiate tournament and runner up position 

in the Interzone tournament. R. Kausalya of I B.Com was 
selected to represent Madras University. At the IIT Sports 
Fest 2013, our College secured the Winners’ title.  In the 
National level Intercollegiate tournament conducted by SSN 
Engineering College, our team won the runner up position 
and in the National level Intercollegiate tournament held 
at VIT University (Riviera 2014), our College team secured 
the Winners’ title.  The team also emerged as Winners in 
the Tamilnadu Chief Minister Dr. J. Jayalalitha 66th birthday 
sports competition.  

The Table Tennis team of our College also continued its 
winning streak this year. The team players were N. Vidya, 
III B.Com, J. P. Roshini, II B.Com Anu Nisha, II B.Com and 
R. Shruthi, II B.Com CS. In the Madras University B Zone 
Intercollegiate Tournament, the team secured the Winners’ 
title and were Runners Up in the Madras University Inter 
Zone tournament N. Vidya and R. Shruthi were selected to 
represent the Madras University in the South Zone University 
Tournament held at Kakinada. The team emerged Winners. 
The team also won the first place in the All India Inter 
University tournament held at Kolkata. The College team 

ANNUAL SPORTS REPORT

Winning teams of iit, Sports Fest 2013 - 2014
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won the Winners’ title in the National Level Intercollegiate 
Tournament held at VIT University  N.Vidya of III B.Com was 
selected to represent Tamil Nadu.  

In Hockey too, the performance was impressive. The Hockey 
team won the Intercollegiate 
tournaments. V. Gayathri 
was selected to represent 
the Madras University and 
S. Arunadevi of III B.Com 
was selected to represent 
the Tamil Nadu State for the 
Women’s Nationals.  

In Ball-badminton we scaled 
new heights. Our team 
secured the first place after 
12 years in the Madras 
University B Zone Intercollegiate and 8 players were selected 
to represent the Madras University B. Zone and S. Nancy was 
selected to represent the Madras University.  
 
In Lawn Tennis, our team won the First place at IIT Madras. 
The team players were Neena Reddy, IV BVA, Nivetha 
Srinvasan, III B.A. Economics, 
Madhumitha H, II B.Com 
CS and Binu Ravikumar, I 
B.Com. Binu Ravikumar of 
I B.Com has been selected 
to represent the Madras 
University and their team 
won the first place in the 
South Zone Inter University 
Tournament and in the 
All India Inter University 
Tournament too their team 
secured the Winners’ title.  
In the Tamilnadu Chief 
Minister Dr. J. Jayalalitha 66th birthday sports competition, 
our College team secured both gold and silver medals.

In Volley ball, Namratha Lingesan was selected to represent 
the Madras University for the South Zone Inter University 
and the All India Inter University and their team secured the 
Winners’ title after 15 years.   

In Athletics, Christina Mary Ann Durand of III B.Com secured 
the first place in 400 metres and first place in 800 metres 
too.  Sharon Hudson, I B.C.A secured the first place in Javelin 
Throw, first place in Discus Throw and second place in Shot 
Put. In the A. L. Mudaliar Athletic Meet, Sharon Hudson 

secured the third place 
in Discuss Throw. In the 
Tamilnadu Chief Minister 
Dr. J. Jayalalitha 66th 
birthday sports competition, 
Sharon Hudson won the 
first prize in Discuss Throw 
and second place in Shot Put.   
 
The fencing team performed 
well with all three 
members of the team, viz., 
K. Mohanalakshmi, M. R. 

Aiswarya, both of I B.Com and M. Lavanya, I B.A English  were 
selected to represent the Madras University and won the third place 
in the All India Inter-University tournament. At the Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister Dr. J. Jayalalitha 66th birthday Sports Competition 
K. Mohanalakshmi won the gold medal and M. R. Aiswarya secured 
the silver medal. M. Lavanya won the gold medal.

In Swimming. Sukanya 
Sankaran of III B.Com 
secured silver medals in 
50 metres Backstroke, 50 
metres Breast Stroke and 
50 metres Butterfly in the 
State Level Intercollegiate 
tournament held at JBAS 
College. In the National 
leve l  Intercol leg iate 
t o u r n a m e n t  h e l d  a t 
VIT Univers i ty ,  R iv iera 
2014, Sukanya Sankaran 

secured the second place in 100 metres Back stroke, 50 
metres Backstroke, 100 metres Free Style and 100 metres 
Butterfly as well as a third place in 50 metres Breast Stroke. 

This year, our College organised the Madras University 
Intercollegiate in Basketball and Tennis as well as Interzone 
tournaments in Basket Ball and Tennis. 42 students of our 

Ball Badminton Winners, madras University B- Zone

Basket ball Winners of Dr. J. Jayalalitha 66th Birthday 
Sports Tournament
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DEBATES AND DISCUSSIONS

Stella Maris has always been a hub of academic curiosity 
and spirited debate. In keeping with this trend, we organised 
our second National Level Parliamentary Debate - Stella 
Maris College Parliamentary Debate 2013, in the British 
Parliamentary format  from 13 to 16 December 2013. Various 
Institutions across the country, like IIT Madras, IIT Bombay, 
ILS Pune, MSRIT, Christ University, VIT and Loyola College 
participated in this event.

The adjudication core was as diverse as the participation. 
The stars who stole the show included Aashay Sahay an 
accomplished debater and enthusiast from Delhi, Vipul Nanda, 
from the reputed NLSIU, Bangalore, Souradip Sen, an avid 
debater and final year student from IIT Bombay.  The Deputy 
Core Adjudicator was Kavya Narayanan from the Department 
of Commerce, Stella Maris College. The event was convened by 
Ambika Narayanan and Sreelakshmi S. from III B.A Economics. 
The debates this year covered varied topics that one can 
only describe as brain-stirring. The highlights were motions 
as technical as ‘predatory marketing’ and whether ‘tax breaks 
should be given to the middle class instead of the rich.’ Political 
questions on whether the AAP would have been better off 

in opposition, sparked off heated debates and even simple 
motions  as “This House does not believe in Homework”, 
resulted in convincing arguments. 

The teams that made it to the finals were - ILS Pune, IIT 
Bombay, IIT Madras and Christ University, Bangalore. The 
motion could not have been more appropriate, as it read 
“This house believes that Liberal Arts Education is a waste 
of time and money”. The beauty of the motion was its irony 
- being discussed in one of the top liberal arts institutions in 
the country, and also because those who were arguing for the 
motion were liberal arts students, and those against it were 
engineers. These perfectly summed up the effectiveness of 
Parliamentary Debates - enabling people to step out of their 
comfort zone, and make them perceive things in ways that 
they usually wouldn’t.  

 IIT Madras won the tournament - Padmapriya Govindarajan 
and Amritavarshini Venkatesh - both liberal arts students, who 
were in the Closing Government position. There was also a 
Novice Final to encourage new debaters, and this was won by 
Christ University. The Best Speaker Award was given to Rahul 

The Inaugural Ceremony of the Parliamentary Debate
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The Ministry of Science and Technology, Government of India 
selected Stella Maris College for the Star College Scheme of 
Department of Biotechnology (DBT). The Undergraduate 
Departments of Botany, Zoology, Physics and Chemistry 
were given an initial financial assistance for strengthening basic 
science education and training at the undergraduate level. 

The fund has enabled the departments to purchase 
equipment to enable more students to handle regular and 
new experiments. It has also enabled the departments to 
organise field trips, lab visits, industrial visits, guest lectures, 
workshops, training programmes and to compile manuals. 
After reviewing the performance of Stella Maris College under 
the Star College Scheme, in October 2013, the undergraduate 
departments of Botany, Zoology, Physics and Chemistry were 
accorded the “Star Department Status”. 

A Science Fair was organised on 4 February 2014, from 
9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. by the undergraduate departments of 
Botany, Zoology, Physics and Chemistry. The Fair provided an 
opportunity to faculty and students to reach out to about 
1500 students from nearby government and private schools. 
The school students were able to view working models, 
exhibits and demonstrations which enhanced their learning.

School students also gained knowledge on avenues of higher 
learning, career opportunities in science and institutions 
providing research facilities. 

The fair was an invitation to the school students to exhibit 
models on the theme Renewable Energy Sources and 
Biotechnology. Seven schools participated in the exhibition 
showcasing their talents.

Six schools participated in the science quiz conducted by 
the science students of our College and this provided school 
students an opportunity to have fun-filled learning.

YOUNg SCIENTISTS

heralding the Star Department Status

Innovations in Science
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gRADUATION DAY  
19 OCTOBER 2013 
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gRADUATION DAY 
1 FEBRUARY 2014
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It is the mission of the College to provide inclusive education, 
by empowering students from the disadvantaged sections 
of society, emphasizing on the equality of opportunity. The 
Pathway Programme and the Language Partnership Programme 
(LPP) successfully contribute to the fulfilment of this mission. 

Enhancement of academic excellence through training in 
Communication, Life Skills  and Employability Skills is the 
goal of the Stella Maris Pathway Programme. Workshops 
and training sessions are conducted throughout the year for 
students, to enhance their skills and build their capabilities, 
which in turn enables them to excel in academics and in their 
future careers. IBM India has been collaborating with Stella 
Maris in this mission and their software professionals play a 
major role in enhancing the students’ employability.

The Pathway-Bridge Course was conducted for a group 
of about 100 first year undergraduate students. These 
students were identified at the time of admission as lacking 
in communication skills and confidence. Classes were held from 
10 to 14 June 2013. During Semester III, IV and V, students had 
practice sessions in Time Management, Goal Setting, Group 
Discussion, Facing Interviews, and Aptitude Tests.  

The Language Partnership Programme is a language support 
programme which aims at improving the English language 
proficiency of the first year undergraduate students. 

The programme was organised for about 200 students of 
the first year, two hours a day in July 2013, and two hours a 
week, through the academic year. The facilitators are student 
volunteers from all disciplines, who have been trained by 
the faculty. The student helpers, with great enthusiasm and 
commitment used a variety of teaching methods and class 
room techniques to help the learners improve their language 
skills. The primary focus was improving speaking skills in 
Semester I and writing skills in semester II. The feedback 
from student-helpers and learners has been very positive. 

 
A forty-hour Course in English Communication was offered to 
twenty-five first generation learners selected from the II year 
undergraduate programmes. A sixty hour course in Tally and 
Financial Accounting was offered by LIBA to twenty students. 
Both these courses were sponsored by the Student Christian 
Movement of India. 

Training sessions were organised for the visually challenged 
students to familiarise them with the use of  Dolphin Supernova 
software, installed in the browsing centre, a voice enabled 
software which helps in reading and writing.

With the Pathway Programme and the Language Partnership 
Programme students get an opportunity to empower 
themselves. to forge ahead with courage and confidence 
and be a part of the collaborative high quality educational 
process which leads to holistic growth.

Dr. Thilagavathi G Joseph
Faculty, Dept. of English    
Dean of student affairs    
Coordinator, Pathway Programme

Dr. Sujitha
Faculty, Dept. of English    
Coordinator, LPP

SteLLa mariS PathWaY anD 
LANgUAgE PARTNERShIP PROgRAMME 

Visually challenged students using ‘Super Nova’ software
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Pathway Programme

IBM professional conducting mock interview for 
Pathway students

Sr. Principal addressing the language partners at the 
LPP  Valedictory

Student helpers with Faculty Coordinators of LPP
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The academic year started with 24 students enrolling for 
the English Language and Life Skills Programme on campus, 
including five foreign students and six candidates from the 
Church Park convent. There were students also from Madurai, 
Thiruvannamalai, Kancheepuram and Kerala. Adding to the 
diverse mix of students there were two from Vietnam and one 
from Myanmar. Among the foreign students there were three 
graduates keen on improving their skills in spoken English.
Unfortunately the number of students  dwindled to 14. Two 
students took up jobs, six candidates  were called for further 
religious studies, two discontinued unable to cope with English 
language and regular attendance. Two of the sisters also 
went for attending other developmental courses. Those who 
persevered have undoubtedly  benefited from the language 
and life skills classes. Hopefully like the others who have 
successfully completed the course they will also get integrated 
into the regular mainstream of College courses on campus.

Dr. Mridula Jose joined the department in September and 
Ms. Prabha Nair helped with group work training till December. 
Ms. Prema joined only in October after her return from U.S. 
It was indeed fortunate that Dr. Thilagavathi of the English 
Department and her ELT students  stepped in and took classes. 
The students benefited immensely from the English Language 
Lab services and AV Communication classes conducted by 
Ms. Gita Bala and Gayathri. The course was also encouraged, 

supported and helped with financial resources from generous 
staff and benefactors. Five of the students were admitted in 
the hostel.

The programme included an educational visit to the Anna 
Centenary library and an enjoyable trip to Dakshin Chitra. 
The students were able to witness and participate in many 
interesting programmes of the College. They also had a 
colourful Christmas celebration, which amply displayed their 
artistic talents. They had a display of posters as a form of non 
verbal communication.

While learning the English language is an uphill task for them, 
they are all extremely talented in the arts of singing, dancing 
and acting, which they were able to showcase during various 
events. The course has helped them gain confidence. A lot 
of effort has gone into bringing their English communication 
levels  to a standard and it is a fervent hope that all the inputs 
they have received will enable them to pursue higher studies 
as they all dream to do. 

Dr. Sr. Helen Vincent fmm
Former Principal

Director, English Language & 
Life Skills Programme

ENgLISh LANgUAgE AND LIFE SKILLS PROgRAMME

Dr. Sr. helen Vincent, fmm, Dr. Mridula Jose and Dr. Millie Nihila spend quality time with the students
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The Centre for Research in Science and Technology (CRIST) 
has launched a new initiative titled ‘Exploring Nanoscience- 
Synthesis and Characterisation of Nanoparticles. This was 
inaugurated on 17 January 2014, supported by the STAR 
College Scheme, DBT, Ministry of Science and Technology, 
Government of   India for the undergraduate students of 
Chemistry, Physics and Zoology. The invited guests for the 
programme were Dr. S. Balakumar from University of Madras, 
Dr. P. Gautam from Anna University and Dr. Jayashankar from 
CLRI respectively. Ms. Ammu Mathew from IIT-Madras  gave 
a brief talk on Nanotechnology along with a demonstration 
on the synthesis of gold nanoparticles.

Thirty - three students have registered for the programme. 
The programme is coordinated by Dr. Mary Terry, Mr. Raja 
Sidambaram, Sr. Nirmala, and Ms. Sneha Chari .The students 
are divided into six groups. Each group is assigned a 
project which involves synthesis of nanoparticles and their 
preliminary characterisation.

CRIST Lab offers job oriented professional training in Medical 
Laboratory Technology. Twenty students have enrolled for 
the postgraduate DMLT and DMLT courses for this 

academic year and they are trained using various automated 
and advanced equipments. The lab is equipped with 
advanced equipments to fortify scientific research at Stella 
Maris. The postgraduate and undergraduate students 
of  Biotechnology and Chemistry make use of high 
performance liquid chromatography for the detection of 
various phytocompounds and pharmaceuticals. The cell 
culture laboratory is equipped with advanced inverted, 
phase contrast microscopes, microphotography facility, 
CO2 incubator, -80 degree Celsius ultra freezer and liquid 
nitrogen storage dewar. Animal and human cell lines are 
maintained in  this laboratory and are used for cytotoxic 
and other cytological studies.

Extensive antimicrobial studies are carried out by the 
postgraduate students of Chemistry using nano and other 
synthetic chemicals against human pathogenic bacteria. CRIST 
lab also offers a summer internship training in analytical 
instrumentation, antioxidant studies, antimicrobial studies and 
hands on training in animal and human cell culture techniques 
to the undergraduate students of Advanced Zoology and 
Biotechnology, Chemistry, Physics and Plant Biology 
and Biotechnology.

CRIST

Training programme in Medical Lab Technology Demonstration on Synthesis of gold Nano Particles by 
Ms.  Ammu Mathew, IIT Madras.

Inauguration of Nano project - Exploring Nano Science - Synthesis and Characterisation of Nano particles
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The Centre for Women’s Studies progressed into its fifth 
successful year 2013-2014, with a series of meaningful 
programmes through collaborations that added impetus 
to the programmes of the years gone by and also broke 
new ground. 

Two seminars marked the launch of the programmes for 
the year and gave a fillip to the academic thrust of the 
centre. A seminar on ‘Women & Identity’ was organised on 
19 September 2013 to enhance the inputs of the General 
Elective Paper ‘Women & Identity’ offered by the Department 
of Sociology and  drew large participation by the students. 
The Chief Guest for the inaugural was Dr. Leelavati, former 
Professor and Director, Centre for Women’s Studies, 
Avinashilingam University. The seminar covered topics such as 
Work Identity, Political Identity, Sexual Identity and Religious 
Identity of women. There was a panel discussion in which  
empowered women from the society discussed their identity 
in society today. Ms. Sheelu Francis of the Women’s Collective 
was the Chief Guest for the Valedictory Programme of 
the seminar.

With the goal of strengthening Women’s Studies in the 
Colleges, the Centre organised the first seminar exclusively 
for College faculty on ‘Empowerment of Women in Higher 
Education’ in collaboration with the Regional Association 
for Women’s Studies (RAWS) on 21 September 2013.  
The Seminar aimed at sensitising the College faculty on the 

importance and need for women’s studies in higher education. 
The Principal Dr. Sr. Jasintha Quadras honoured the guests. The 
Chief Guests were Dr. Yashodha Shanmugasundaram, former 
Vice Chancellor, Mother Teresa University and Honorary 
President RAWS and Dr. Manimekalai, Secretary, RAWS.  
Faculty from various departments, Stella Maris College and 

other colleges in Tamil Nadu actively participated. The Chief 
Guest for the Valedictory Programme , Ms. Vasuki, National 
Secretary, AIDWA, highlighted the situation of women and 
their role in society.

The increasing spate of violence against women in the country 
led to the spontaneous organisation of several programmes 
in the city. The Centre for Women’s Studies also organised 
many programmes and mobilized several students from the 
College and expressed solidarity with the cause of the ‘Girl 
Child’.  Nearly two thousand students, NGO personnel 
and well wishers participated in a rally on ‘The Girl Child’ 
at the Marina Beach organised by Survival Instincts, on 
6 October 2013.  

The Centre for Women’s Studies collaborated with ActionAid, 
India for the second time in its National Campaign for Gender 
Equality ‘Beti Zindabad’ through a lively play to address the 
dismal child sex ratio between 0-6 years as given by the Census 
2011 of 914 girls for 1000 boys on 27 November 2013. The 
Campaign was part of the ‘16 Days Activism Against Gender 

Centre FOr WOmen’S StUDieS

Seminar - empowerment of Women in higher education

Workshop on Self Defence 
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Violence’ that has come to be an important programme 
conducted by the Centre for Women’s Studies for the fourth 
consecutive year.

A major highlight of the year’s activities was the visit by the 
NAAC Peer team in December 2013. During its visit to the 
College, the team appreciated the activities of the Centre and 
gave suggestions to introduce Certificate Courses.

On 29 January 2014, the Centre for Women’s Studies organised 
a workshop on Violence against Women- Vulnerabilities and 
Strategies for the second batch of students who opted for the 
General Elective - Women’s Studies. The workshop comprised 
two sessions: the first session by Advocate Ajeetha, Madras 
High Court focused on the various laws that exist in India for 
the protection of the rights of women and the second session 

focused on the importance of learning self-defense techniques 
by women with a demonstration by Mr. Anoop Madhavan, 
Founder, Survival Instincts.  

Another workshop on self-defense was conducted by 
Mr. Anoop Madhavan, Founder of Survival Instincts and his team 
for the residential students on campus on 18 February 2014. 
Reaching out to women beyond the portals of Stella Maris 
was a priority of the Centre and this endeavour found fruition 
through the collaboration with the Department of Fine Arts for 
an outreach programme - ‘Training in Income Generating Skill 
Development’ for 60 urban community women on 25 & 26 
February 2014. The programme was organised at Vyasarpadi 
and Broadway targeting the community women of six Non-
Governmental Organisations. The Service Learning students 
from the postgraduate Department of Fine Arts imparted 
skills such as Paper quilling, Stenciling and Block Printing to 
the women. The programme was highly appreciated by 
the participants and the NGO’s, with a request to make such 
programmes more frequent in the future.

International Women’s Day was celebrated at Stella Maris 
on 8 March 2014 by the Centre for Women’s Studies in 
collaboration with the postgraduate Department of Public 
Relations and the United Board for Christian Higher Education 
in Asia (UBCHEA). The programme commenced with a 
prayer by Sr. Susan, Secretary of the College. The Principal 
Dr. Sr. Jasintha Quadras welcomed the gathering introducing 
the UN theme for International Women’s Day - Equality for 
Women is Progress for All. The Chief Guest for the day was 
Dr. Suniti Solomon, Founder Director, Y.R. Gaitonde Centre 
for AIDS Research & Education. A book titled ‘Woman: 
Know your Rights’ authored by Sr. Jessy Kurian, Advocate, 
Supreme Court and published by New Leader was released 
on Women’s Day by Dr. Suniti Solomon. The students of the 
department of Public Relations performed powerful ‘Street 
Theatre’ on the UN theme for International Women’s Day.  

The Centre for Women’s Studies achieved a new milestone 
when 16 students were awarded special certificates from 
the Centre for Women’s Studies on International Women’s 
Day by Sr. Susan, Secretary of the College, for successfully 
completing the courses on ‘Women’s Studies’ and ‘Women 
& Identity’ and participating in a seminar organised by the 

Outreach Programme- Skill Development Training For 
Urban Community Women

international Women’s Day
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the departments.  The writing process was carried out by the 
different committees, constituted by the Head of the Institution 
and led by a member of the IQAC. The completed report 
was again reviewed by the Steering Committee which sent 
it to the various departments for their review. The Self Study 
Report was uploaded on the website in August 2013 and hard 
copies were submitted at the NAAC office in September 2013. 

The members of the NAAC Peer Team visited the College 
on 9, 10 and 11 December 2013 to validate the data and 
interact with the Principal, Management, the members of the 
IQAC, faculty, students, parents, alumnae and non-teaching 
staff. They also visited the departments and the offices of the 

College. The members of the team were highly appreciative 
of the steps taken by the College to ensure sustenance of 
quality, the team spirit shown within and across departments 
and the participatory style of management.

The faculty representatives from the departments update 
the IQAC database regularly, documenting departmental 
activities. As a quality sustenance strategy, it is ensured that 
the major committees of the College have a representative 
from the IQAC. 

As an innovative initiative, a Students’ Wing of the IQAC 
was designed to directly involve the student community in 
quality enhancement and sustenance practices. The Wing 
comprises sixty members, whose responsibilities include 
liasoning between IQAC and their peers, giving ideas 
and suggestions to enhance the quality of student life and 
participating in meetings and sessions. The student members 
also assist in the Pathway Programme and the Language 
Partnership Programme as peer teachers. They play an active 
role in enhancing student involvement in College activities 
and facilitating inclusive education. They meet periodically and, 
along with members of the Rotaract Club, are also involved 
in working towards Green initiatives in the campus. 

The IQAC has been coordinating the visits of teams of faculty 
members from several institutions to study the working of 
autonomy, the CBCS and the functioning of the IQAC at 
Stella Maris College.  The Colleges which visited our institution 
are: St. Joseph’s College, Bangalore, Karnataka; Sacred Heart 
College, Thevara, Kerala; Fatima Matha National College, 
Kollam, Kerala;  Mar Ivanios College, Trivandrum, Kerala; Sri 
Durga Malleswara Siddhartha Mahila Kala Sala, Vijayawada, 
Andhra Pradesh. 

Dr. Geetha Swaminathan was invited as a consultant to TKM 
College of Engineering, Kollam; Sacred Heart College, Thevara; 
Marion College, Kuttikanam, Kerala, for discussions on  the 
concept of Autonomy and functioning of CBCS. 

The IQAC has been involved in preparing many reports: The 
Annual Quality Assurance Report submitted to the NAAC, 
the Annual report submitted to the University of Madras, the 
Annual report submitted to the Ministry of Human Resource 
Development and other reports highlighting the activities of the 
College. The members were also involved in the preparation 
and submission of proposals for undergraduate, postgraduate 
Development Grants as per the UGC XII Plan guidelines 
and also the proposal for financial assistance under various 
independent schemes.   

NAAC peer team visits the lab

Dr. Mariamma Varghese addresses the faculty
during the exit meeting 









78

SMART

The very coinage of the acronym for the Stella Maris 
Association of Retired Teachers speaks volumes about the 
members, soaked in the ethos of the College. The Association 
is a channel that exibits the dynamism and vibrance after 
retirement and serves as a medium to stay connected. 

The members meet once in two months. Though most are 
busy - travelling/shouldering responsibility of grandchildren, 
all who are available, make it a point to meet and greet 
each other. This year too, the expertise of the members was 
harvested, by way of informative talks during most meetings. 
These young-at-heart also had a refreshing one day leisure 
trip at the Ideal Beach Resort – the fun and frolic bringing 
back the cheer and zest. 

The pleasure was doubled wih the presence of Dr. Meera 
Paul from US, Sr. Mary John from Palmaner and Dr. Kamala 
Aravind from Coimbatore. Ms. Paul shared fascinating insights 
into life as a teacher in the Colleges in US. Sr. Mary John shared 
her experience in the Ashram. Her knowledge of yoga and 
meditative exercises was very interesting and useful. 
Everyone had a joyful day of bonding with old friends from 
various departments.

As usual, the gaiety of Christmas celebrations took the cake 
in the list of events. Evelyn Chandrashekar gave a meaningful 
Christmas message. The Team spirit which was gradually 
woven into the fabric of Stella Maris was all too evident 
when the two teams competed with each other to depict 
the Spirit of Christmas.  It was an additional treat to interact 
with Dr. Cecilia Thangaraj who has bounced back from the 
claws of the big C. 

The current office bearers [Sr. Christine Antony fmm, 
Dr. Jesurietta] are laying down office after two years, while 

Coming together at Christmas

At the Ideal Beach Resort

the new team - Rukmani Srinivasan, Geetha Swaminathan, 
Patricia Gabriel, headed by Margaret Clarence takes over.
SMART thanks the Management for continuing to keep this 
branch very much a part of the vibrant Mother Tree.
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India is a country of many ethnic groups, religions, dialects, 
regional variations – a land of myriad tongues. But there is 
a basic unity that runs through the Indian mainstream of life 
and thought. Stella Maris College incorporates students from 
different nations across the globe and also from different 
states of India. This unity amidst diversities is the hallmark of 
the Stella Marian family.

‘Celebrating Difference’ being the theme of the year, the 
Inaugural Mass celebrated on 10 July 2013 featured groups 
representing different religions, nationalities and cultures. 
Representatives holding religious symbols of Islam, Hinduism, 
Zoroastrianism, Jainism, Buddhism, Sikhism, Christianity, 
students from Sri Lanka, Vietnam, Nepal, Myanmar, France and 
Ghana in their native attire and students from Kerala, Gujarat, 
Tamil Nadu and North Eastern states in ethnic costumes 
participated in the Eucharistic procession. The celebrant 
Rev. Dr. Vincent Sekhar SJ, Executive Director, Institute of 
Dialogue with Cultures and Religions, Loyola College, Chennai 
highlighted the inclusive attitude of Jesus towards the Samaritan 
woman. He also spoke of the need for conflict resolution to 
foster peaceful co-existence. Various hymns sung in English, 
Malayalam and Tamil exemplified the idea of oneness.

As part of value education, a workshop was conducted for 
I year undergraduate students in collaboration with IDCR, 
Loyola College. Fr. Vincent Sekhar S. J. Executive Director 

VALUE EDUCATION
and Dean of Research, (IDCR) and Mr. Stephen, Director 
and Management Consultant, STRIDES Consulting Inc spoke 
on the need to sympathise, empathize and communicate. 
A panel discussion on “What it means to relate to others” 
was conducted.   

The Value Education Workshop for II year students was 
conducted on 19 July 2013.The resource persons were Mrs.
Adilakshmi Logamurthy and Mrs. Selvi, who are advocates 
practicing in the Madras High Court and Mrs. Sriranjini who 
is a professor at Women’s Christian College. The session 
highlighted the various laws and provisions of our Constitution 
that protect women. The real life cases discussed were 
inspirational. This was followed by a session on yoga and 
meditation conducted by Mr.Ravishankar, Mrs. Nitya Arun 
and Mrs. Shoba. They demonstrated various postures of yoga 
along with breathing techniques, which were easy, enjoyable 
and could be practised at home. This has created a renewed 
interest among students for yoga.  

The workshop for the III Year students was conducted on 
12 July 2013. Fr. Charles spoke of the importance of peace 
at the individual level. Both Fr. Charles and Sister Mary Rose 
shared the experience of faith through the teachings of 
St. Francis of Assisi. Ms. Devika, Founder, Aseema Trust and 
Mr. Swaminathan, Professor, IIT Delhi, spoke of Gandhiji’s 
contributions to peace. The workshop ended with a 

Starting the New Acadamic Year
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f inal session where students shared their views on 
understanding peace.  

Building a humane and just society is the thrust of value 
education. This was done through a series of lectures on 
peace education, the culmination of  which was an inter-faith 
prayer service conducted for all third year students on 13 
March 2014.  

A workshop on spirituality was conducted for I and II 
postgraduate students on 31 August 2013. The workshop 
was conducted by Dr. Goda Venkateshwara Rao Sastrigal. 

The thrust of the session was to impress upon students the 
need for spirituality in peoples’ lives. With spirituality at the 
foundation of our life, we can ensure that we become more 
effective, efficient and successful. 

The workshop was followed by a lecture demonstration entitled 
“From Confusion to Clarity the Yoga way - Understanding 
Yoga Philosophy and Putting it to Practice.” The session was 
conducted by Ms. Nrithya Jaganathan. The focal point of the 
talk was that the mind is the source of all thinking and yoga 
helps to channelise the same, resulting in the overall wellbeing 
of the individual.  

Celebrating Differences

A Time for gratitude and Thanksgiving
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The Sindhu Memorial Inter-departmental Dance Competition 
that was revived after two years was organised on 24 July 
2013. The first place was won by Ms. Aishwarya of the 
Zoology Department and second place by Ms. Harini of the 
Zoology Department.

The theme of the Social Awareness Programme (SAP) was 
‘Importance of Archaeological Sites’. As a part of this, the 
students were introduced to the programme through lectures 
from experts in this field as well as field trips. This year under 
the guidance of Prof. Jinu Koshy, faculty and archaeologist, 
Madras Christian College and Ms. Arokiya Anbazhagi, the 
students visited pre-historic sites in Sriperumbadur. The 
students had a great learning experience seeing Dolmens, Urn 
burials, trenches, Cairn circles. They collected and identified 
objects that they found on their trail. Dr Koshy gave a brief 
lecture on the site. The students also visited a Megalithic site 
and an iron smelting site nearby. This has helped the students 
understand career options in History. The department has 
now planned to start an archaeological collection section. 
The department offers challenging and job-oriented courses 
like Global tourism, Business tourism, Tourism and Airport 
Customer Services, Archives Keeping, Travel Agencies and 
Tour Operators, Tourism and Hotel Management.

A certificate course in Travel and Career Counselling 
approved by the IATA, is conducted every year for the final 

year students. This year 35 students attended the course and 
most of them scored centum marks. They have been selected 
by Travel agencies and a few have been placed in Airlines. 

As part of the Tourism and Hotel Management course, 
this year too, 25 first and second year students went for 
a certificate-cum-internship programme at the Institute 
of Hotel Management Catering Technology and Applied 
Nutrition. It was a 30 day course on Bakery and Patisserie 
from 3 February to 17 March 2014. Mr. Perumal, course faculty, 
taught the students the nuances of fine baking and 
encouraged them to be young and futuristic entrepreneurs. 

The Department organised series of lectures on different areas 
of historical studies. One was by Prof. T .K. Venkatasubramanian, 

The Sindhu Memorial Inter-departmental
Dance Competition

IATA Students - Batch 2013 - 2014

IhM students Batch 2013 - 2014
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understand and address issues of social concern. This year’s 
fest included several on-stage events: Socio-Solve (arriving at 
innovative solutions for social problems), Socio-Waves (creating 
social awareness on significant social issues), Debate (on socially 
relevant topics) and Dance (depicting the culture of a specific 
community). Off-stage events included Creative Writing, Cooking 
without Fire, and Collage to depict social problems. Students 
displayed tremendous enthusiasm and camaraderie. The third 
year students bagged the first place for most events and won 
the overall shield for the third consecutive year.

Dr. Sujata Ramanathan, alumna of the department and         
former Head of the Department of Sociology (2006-2011), 
delivered a lecture titled ‘Dimensions of Gender Sensitivity’. 
It was a comprehensive review of the various factors that 

contribute to the understanding of gender and issues of 
subordination and oppression. 

Four third year students participated in a ‘Social Assessment 
Study’ on Mahindra World City. It was a collaborative research 
project organised by Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai. 
The Students were given training in research skills, and were 
also engaged in data collection over a period of two weeks.

Students during data collection TISS Research 
project

MEADS MEET Intra Department Socio Fest

Dr. Sujatha Ramanathan delivers a  
lecture on Dimensions of gender Sensitivity 
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The Department of Economics is working on various projects. 
Dr. Crystal David John, Dr. Regi Manimegala, Ms. Jayalakshmi 
along with the undergraduate and postgraduate students 
are involved in a project titled Cost of Health Care among 
Urban Poor. The project is sponsored by Scientific Research 
Association for Economics & Finance (SRAEF), Chennai. Dr. 
Crystal David John is working on a project titled Determinants 
of Women’s Participation in SHG led Microfinance Programme 
with special reference to Dalit SHGs in Madurai. The project is 
sponsored by Malcolm & Elizabeth Adiseshiah Trust. Dr. Crystal 
David John and Ms. Mary Abraham, Assistant Professor, Social 
Work Department, along with the first year postgraduate 
students of the Economics Department are working on a 
project titled Sustainable Development and Women’s Health. 
The project is sponsored by UBCHEA. 

Dr. Sr. Stella Mary was awarded Ph.D. Degree in May 2013.
The members of the Economics Department were actively 
involved in research. Faculty members of the department 
have published numerous articles in magazines and journals. 
The Department of Economics has initiated a blog entitled 
‘Economics Matters’, which can be accessed at <http://
economics-matters.blogspot.in/p/about.html>. The objective 
of the blog is to encourage students to widen their perspective 
on economics by contributing articles, essays, case studies and 
reviews. The blog also provide a platform for healthy debate.

A Compendium of the Dr. Sr. helen Vincent 
Endowment Lectures

Dr. Sr. helen Vincent Endowment Lecture

Dr. R hema, Professor, Madras School of Economics 
delivering the Endowment Lecture
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The  lecture was delivered by Dr. G Kumar Sathian, retired 
professor of Physics, Madras Christian College. 

Thirty students of the department appeared for the NGPE-14 
(National Graduate Physics Examination) on 19 January 2014.
The Department of Physics actively participated in the “Science 
Exhibition”, held on 4 February 2014. It was presented by 
the College to emphasise the importance of basic sciences, 
to the school students. The students of the Department 
displayed working models on mechanics, electromagnetism, 
heat and thermodynamics, sound and optics and explained 
the principles behind devices we use every day.

Internships were arranged for students, to develop research 
interests in them. Belinda Damian, Christy Preetha, Alice 
Francita and Suganya of the department took up an internship 
in Loyola College. Sabitha Ann and Alice Francita of the 
Department were selected to attend a workshop in IIT-M. Few 
meritorious students were given a chance to do research on 
“Nano materials” at the Centre for Research In Science and 
Technology, Stella Maris College. Twelve students attended 
a one day orientation programme on X ray crystallography 
conducted by the Physics Department, Sathyabama University 
on 15 March 2014.

With the support of the faculty, the students participated 
in many Intercollegiate cultural competitions. They won the 
Overall Championship in Loyola College and the Runners 
Up title at Madras Christian College. The students have 
bagged prizes in many events like Paper Presentation, Quiz, 
Photography and Creative writing.

 

A guest Lecture on “Microprocessors and Microcontrollers” 

Electra 2014
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George was appointed as Research Assistant for the same. 
Dr. Mary George, Ms. Avila Josephine and Ms. Mary Teresita   
are currently investigating the UGC-DAE Consortium for 
Scientific research Project entitled“Synthesis and humidity 
sensing properties of nano composites of lanthanum mixed 
metal oxides”(2011-2014) and UGC Minor Project entitled, 
“Synthesis, Characterization and Humidity Sensing Properties 
of Nano Composites of Rare-Earth Mixed Metal Oxides”

The students of the Department were awarded fellowships 
such as the Indian Academy Of Sciences-Science Academies’ 
Summer Research Fellowship Programme for Students 2014. 
Chriso Maria Thomas of third year B.Sc Chemistry was 
the recipient of the IASC-INSA-NASI Summer Research 
Fellowship, for the year 2014. Priyanka Chakraborty of second  
year B Sc Chemistry was selected for a fellowship at  the 
Central University of Karnataka, Gulbarga and E R Anishiya 
Chella Daisy & Gladiya Mani of first year M Sc Chemistry were 
selected for the fellowship at  BARC, Mumbai.

Swati Ponsakthi Sri of third year B.Sc Chemistry won a gold 
medal for boat pulling and service subjects at the State level 
Inter unit competitions at Puducherry. She also won a gold 
medal for service subjects at the All India Nav Sainik camp at 
Vishakapatnam. Rajalakshmi of  I MSc. Chemistry represented 
the College at the zonal table tennis competition.

Haritha and Reena of  third year B.Sc Chemistry won  the first 
prize at the  National Level Quiz held at Women’s  Christian 
College. Elizabeth Varghese  & Gracy Valentine won the 
third  place in the National level chemistry quiz at Women’s 
Christian College. Chriso Maria Thomas and Ann Candice 
Fernandez of third year B Sc Chemistry won the first place 
in the Intercollegiate undergraduate quiz at Loyola College. 
Reena, Haritha and Dhivya of third year B.Sc Chemistry won 
third Prize in Model Making Competition held at Loyola 
College. Ankita of first year B.Sc Chemistry participated in 
ANUKRAMA, the Sanskrit cultural competitions of MOP 
Vaishnav College, and bagged the first prize in the quiz and 
the third prize in the jingled jumble competitions. She also 
won the first place in the Inter-collegiate Quiz conducted by 
IGCAR Scientists .Chriso Maria Thomas won  the second 
prize in Paper Presentation and Jasmine Jacob won the second 
prize in Poster Presentation during Chemfest Sigma 2013 at 
JBAS College.

Eucharistic celebration for the golden Jubilee year

Intercollegiate Quiz conducted by IgCAR

UgC Major Project

Several papers were presented and published by the faculty 
of the Department. The staff who presented papers were Ms. 
Avila Josephine, Ms. Mary Teresita,  Dr. Mary George, Daisy 
Rani Angelin, EBavya.R and Dr. Revathy Rajagopal.

The visits organised this year included the visit to the Ashtagiri 
Herbal Foundation.The first year B.Sc Chemistry students 
visited CLRI, Adyar Chennai which gave them an opportunity 
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Dr. Meera Paul and Dr. hannah John Endowment Lecture 
with Dr. Rajkumar as the Chief guest Exzoobition

internships at the National Centre for Biological Sciences and 
also serve as docents at the Madras Crocodile Bank.

Synapse 2013 - the annual Inter-collegiate Zoofest was 
conducted on 19 September 2013. This was a platform for 
students to have fun-filled learning. Our students participated 
in varied Intercollegiate competitions within the city and won 
overall trophies from Ethiraj, Madras Christian College and 
Madras University.

The “Science Fair” was a collaborative effort by the 
Departments of Zoology, Botany, Physics and Chemistry, It 
was organised on 4 February 2014 and aimed at motivating 
school students’ interest in Basic Sciences. This significant 
event was well-attended by school students in Chennai 
who benefited from the event as they were able to have an 
exposure to experiential learning and understand scientific 
concepts beyond what can be offered at school. 

An exhibition on various facets of Zoology, “Exzoobition” was 
conducted on 19 February 2014. Making working models of 

exhibits was a learning experience for the students, helping 
them to acquire a deeper understanding of concepts and 
processes and the need to share their scientific knowledge.

Science, if not for the benefit of society and community, is 
not real science. As part of the Service Learning Programme 
on “Health and Hygiene”, the second year students 
organised outreach programmes to take their knowledge to 
the community and educated the public on primary issues 
relating to health, hygiene and welfare. They reached out to 
Little Drops Destitute Home for Aged in Porur and  a few 
corporation schools in the city.

The Zoology Department continues to foster a warm 
relationship with our alumnae. This year marked a memorable 
one as Dr. Meera Paul, Former Head (1960-1996), visited the 
department.  It was an overwhelming experience to meet her 
and the old generations of students as they journeyed together 
down memory lane during the Alumnae meet organised by 
the department in November 2013.

Alumnae Meet with Dr. Ms. Meera Paul 
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some of the key trends and challenges faced by the corporate 
houses .Mr S. Gurumurthy, renowned economist and political 
analyst highlighted some of the measures that can be adopted 
to kick start the Indian growth engine.This conference was 
designed for academicians, research scholars, students and 
corporate houses. It received an overwhelming response, 
participation and appreciation. It gave students an opportunity 
to interact with top executives from various industries and 
listen to their account of first hand experiences.

Mr. S. gurumurthy, Economic Columnist and  
Political Analyst

Mrs. Saundarya Rajesh, Founder, 
  AVATAR Career Creators.

The faculty of the Department of Commerce attended a 
three day “Train the Trainer” programme as part of the 
professional training offered by the  Association of Chartered 
and Certified Accountants (ACCA), UK from 30 September 
to 2 October 2013.  

     Valedictory Session with Mr. K. Pandiarajan, 
MaFoi group

The training on Accounting & Auditing Practices was provided 
by the knowledge partners of ACCA, Mr Nambiar 
and Mr Chandrasekhar.

The faculty of the Department of Commerce participated 
in a one day faculty development programme on Innovative 
Practices in Accounting & Management organised by the 
Ramakrishna Mission, Vivekananda College, Chennai.

The Department of Commerce has collaborated with ACCA-
UK, for the launch of a professional programme. The ACCA 
has signed an MoU on 18 October 2013 to offer a Professional 
Accounting Course to the B.Com students. This tie-up enables 
the students to earn an additional B.Sc Degree in Applied 
Accountancy from the Oxford Brookes University, UK. The 
renowned auditing firm which is a member of the Big 5 
KPMG has agreed to offer tuition support and is the partner 
responsible for course delivery.
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Video conferencing on Networks in collaboration with 
PriceWaterHouseCoopers, Chennai was organised on 21 
September 2013 which gave an insight into the Networks 
was also provided a different experience in line with the 
technology. The students of the department exhibited models 
on various topics in Networks on 10 October 2013 which 
paved the way for better understanding for the entire student 
community of the College.

Scholar-in-Residence is an annual event of the department. 
Experts deliver lectures on various topics to enhance the 
knowledge and to enable the students to move towards 
research. This year Dr. S.Thamarai Selvi, Professor, Department 
of Computer Technology, Madras Institute of Technology 
and Dr. Gopal, Professor, Anna University delivered lectures 
on Distributed and Grid Computing on 14 and 17 August 
2013 respectively.

An industrial visit was arranged for the final year students 
to Wipro Technologies, Shollinganallur, Chennai on 27 July 
2013 and 1 March 2014.  

The second year undergraduate and first year postgraduate 
students visited RJP Infotek. Demos were given on System 

Assembling and Client Server Connectivity which indeed 
gave them a noteworthy chance to apply the concepts learnt.

The department organised an alumnae meet on 25 January 
2014. The programme was planned on a Saturday so as 
to enable the working alumnae to attend the meet. The 
reunion was a memorable experience for both the faculty and 
the alumnae. 

The departmental club “LINKS” paves a vital role in shaping the 
students. Many technical competitions such as Aptitude Test, 
Paper Presentation, Designing, Debugging, Group Discussion, 
etc are conducted for the students of the department at 
regular intervals. These give our students opportunities to 
participate in as many events as possible and also help them 
overcome their inhibitions.

The Inter-collegiate fest of the department - WIZIT ‘13 was 
organised on 3 September 2013. The Chief Guest was 
Mr. Ramachandran Subramanian, Head, Project Campus, 
Wipro Technologies and the key note speaker was Ms. Suguna 
Muralidharan, Java Practice, Head, Financial Solutions Vertical, 
Wipro Technologies.

Ms. Sreevidya and Ms. Aparna attended the FDP programme 
conducted by CTS on Data Warehousing and Data Mining.

Exhibition on Network by II Postgraduate students

State level symposium on ‘Applications of 
MATLAB in Computer Science’
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Beach. Workshops in Zumba Dance, Music Yoga and Cardio 
Kickboxing received good response from college students 
and other women.

The Pro-Fit team also participated in the five-day exhibition 
organised by Youth Health Mela at Valluvarkottam, from 22 to 
26 January 2014 and bagged the ‘Best Stall of the Day’ award. 
The Honorable Minister Mr. Ponnaiyan, Former Minister, Law 
and Finance, appreciated the efforts of the campaign team, 
who reached out to across 10,000 women. The campaign 
was a step towards bringing knowledge, an attitudinal and 
behavioural change in promoting fitness 
among women.

Gyan Haksar, M.Gopalakrishnan Memorial Lecture in 
collaboration with the Public Relations Society of India, Chennai 
Chapter is an annual feature that fosters academic- industry 
interface. This year, Mr. Kribha Shankar delivered an insightful 
lecture on ‘Trends in Digital PR’ on 5 March 2014. 

The first year postgraduate students of the department staged 
a street play on ‘Women’s rights’ during the International 
Women’s Day celebration, organised by the Center for 
Women’s Studies, on 8 March 2014. The play highlighted 
issues on adolescent marriage, domestic violence and 
gender inequality.

I M.A students staging a Street Theatre Performance at Nilayur,  Yelagiri

Pro-Fit Campaign By II M.A Students

“Voice Against Noise” Campaign
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Plantation Area” on 5 and 6 September,  2013 in the National 
conference on “ New Opportunities and Challenges in 
Microbial Research”, Bharathidasan University, Tiruchirapalli. 

Dr.K.Veena Gayathri attended a workshop and training on 
“Sequence Analysis and Molecular Stimulation”, The workshop 
was organised by Centre for Biotechnology, Anna University, 
Chennai from11 to 14 December 2013. She presented a 
paper on “ Isolation of BTEX Degrading Bacterial Strains from 
Vermicomposted Soil” in the National conference organised by 
Hindustan College of Arts and Science. She also presented a 
paper at the international conference organised by the Society 
of Applied Biotechnology at Tirupathi on 28 and 29 June 2013. 

First year postgraduate students, Rhishika and Manasa,  and 
second year postgraduate students, Jennifer and Sylvine 

Poster Presentation by students

Poster Presentation by Students

presented papers in the conference on “Emerging Trends in 
Biotechnology” organised at Stella Maris on 17 to 18 January 
2014. Liyarna, Urvaja and Malathi of I M.Sc  and Sujithra, 
Pavithra, Ashwini, Sai krithika of II M.Sc  presented posters.  
Rishika and Malathi won the first place in the paper and 
poster presentations respectively. Sandhya and Priyadarshini 
presented a poster at the BIOGALAXY 2014 organised by 
Prince Srivenkateswara Arts and Science College and were 
awarded the third place. The students of I M. Sc Biotechnology 
participated in a seminar on Feeding of Growing Population 
organised by the M. S. Swaminathan Research Foundation 
on 22 November 2013.

A bio-Career fair was organised on the 10 March 2014 
along with the Bioinformatics Department for strengthening 
student - industry tie ups. 
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Anubhuti : A Realisation

A Desi take on head gears
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French Day
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A Stella Marian Recalls :

It was with great sadness that I received the news of the passing 
away of Sister Edwin (as we knew her). She was an excellent 
teacher. As the Head of the Department of Zoology, she 
interacted with all her students. I do not remember her ever 
losing her temper and yet one look was enough to show that 
she would not stand any nonsense. If she was exasperated 
she would quote that you can take the horse to the water 
but you cannot make it drink. This was her way of showing 
she was upset.

If we did not submit our drawings of the dissection or were 
slack in our work, she made us aware of her displeasure. 
In her gentle way, she and Ms. Meera Paul, who was the 
second in command in the department, gave us no leeway 
in submitting our work.

We were a sprightly lot - may be it was a bit difficult for anyone 
to quell our spirits, But the way she dealt with us reflected in 
our results. In a class of thirty two students, we had twenty 
eight students passing out in first class and the remaining 
four in second class. We were all in a state of shock including 
Sr. Edwin and Ms. Paul.

The Class of 1959 – 1962 will always remember her with 
affection. May her soul rest in peace.

Jeyam Ramanathan Viswalingam 

Dr. Eileen Riordan fondly remembered by Stella Marians of 
1950’s as Mother Edwin from the U S. who was almost the 
founder and Head of the Department of Zoology. The College 
was then functioning in the premises of Rosary Matriculation 
Higher Secondary School at Palace Road. Dedication to 
work, good humour and prayerfulness were the hallmarks of 
her character.

Direviam Doss the attender who kept the animal room was 
excellently trained to prepare the labs for practicals. He had 
respect, reverence and admiration for Mother Edwin all his 
life. Students too loved her and were trained well in study 
habits and labwork and they brought laurels to the College.
As a member of the Community since 1956 I had the joy of 
being present at recreations made so refreshing with hilarious 
laughter when Sr. Magdelene and Sr. Edwin used to enact their 
old age (imaginary) at Stella Maris, sharing their mistakes and 
the blunder of students. The most memorable and happiest 
recreations were during 1962 – 67 when Sr. Carla Rosa 
encouraged all of us to feel so energised by such sharing. 

Sr. Edwin along with Sr. Magdelene went from shop to shop, 
companies and firms all along Mount Road to raise funds to 
put up the present Stella Maris College main buildings. Summer 
holidays were enjoyed sitting under the huge shady trees in 
the campus evaluating examination papers. God Bless her 
generosity and unforgettable contribution to the growth of 
Stella Maris. May Her Soul Rest in Peace!  

 
Dr. Sr. Helen Vincent fmm

Sr. eDWin fmm 
in UniOn With GOD
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During the early years in College there used to be many 
students from Malaysia and Ceylon. Shiela Sukumaran was 
from Ceylon. She had two sisters. Shiela was tall and thin 
and wore spectacles. She was a quiet, unassuming person 
and very down to earth. The College was on Palace Road, 
Santhome at that time. There was very little space for games 
and sports. Despite all this there still were girls winning laurels 
for the College. Shiela was one of them. Shiela was excellent 
at javelin and discus. She represented the College at the 
Intercollegiate level.

Shiela stayed in the hostel initially, but later moved to a house 
in Santhome, where she stayed with her elderly father and two 
younger sisters. Years later, when Sr. Irene was the Principal of 
the College, Shiela joined the College as a librarian and worked 
for about five years. She was admired for her systematic and 
meticulous ways. Her quiet and affable nature, made her 
immensely popular both among the staff and students of the 
College. The news of her sudden demise was a shock for all 
of us who knew and loved her. May her soul rest in peace.

Mrs. M. Mangaladurai
Physical Directress (1952-1988)

MS. ShIELA SUKUMARAN  
AN EPITOME OF  LOVE AND PEACE

MS. gAYAThRI 
ThE UNFAIRNESS OF LIFE

Ms. Gayatri (Physics 2012-13) was special to us. She was 
a very simple down-to-earth person. She was the soul of 
our department. She was very jovial and liked by everyone! 
Never had she hesitated to take up any responsibility. She 
made us proud.

 Her sudden demise in the fall of 2013 shook us all. We 
experience the pain of her not being with us any more but 
at the same time we are happy that God has brought her 
sufferings to an end! She might not be with us physically but she 
will live in our hearts for eternity. May her soul rest in peace.

Students,
Department of Physics


















































































































